MEN OF POWER
Before the starry threshold of Jove's court
My mansion is, where those immortal shapes
Of bright aerial spirits live insphered
In regions mild of calm and serene air,
Above the smoke and stir of this dim spot,
Which men call Earth; and with low-thoughted care
Confined, and pestered in this pinfold here,
Strive to keep up a frail and feverish being,
Unmindful of the crown that virtue gives,
After this mortal change to her true servants,
Amongst the enthroned gods on sainted seats.
It goes on to tell dramatically the story of a virgin
lost from her two brothers in a forest.    She meets
Comus, a mythical character who is able by means of
a certain oriental liquor to transform human beings
into creatures with human bodies but with the heads
and uncontrolled appetites of beasts.   Pretending that
he can lead her to a place of safety, he entices her into
the palace where his other victims are banqueting and
ready to turn the place into a sensual sty.    He en-
deavors to seduce her and makes a brilliant speech in
praise of the fecundity of Nature and of the pleasures
of sensuality.   But her chastity gives her an intuitive
power to see through his cunning.   Unable to sedtice
her, Comus casts a spell upon her, fixing her upon a
stone seat so that she cannot move   But her brothers
arrive and with the aid of Sabrina, another mytho-
logical character, break the spell and free her.   The
poem concludes in the words of the helping Spirit:
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